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Lesson Three:

Inter ior  Calendar  Day Inspection
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After completing this lesson, the student will be 
able to describe and perform an interior 
inspection, state who may make an interior 
inspection, and describe interior inspection 
record keeping requirements.

Objective:
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(a)  Except as provided in paragraph (d) of this section, 
each passenger car shall receive an interior mechanical 
inspection at least once each calendar day that it is 
placed in service.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Every car in use must receive an interior 
inspection every calendar day.

A calendar day starts and ends at midnight.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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(b)  The interior calendar day mechanical inspection 
shall be performed by a qualified person or a qualified 
maintenance person.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Only a Qualified Person or a Qualified 
Maintenance Person, can do an interior 
inspection.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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§ 238.5  Definitions.
As used in this part-

Qualified person means a person determined by a 
railroad to have the knowledge and skills necessary 
to perform one or more functions required under 
this part. The railroad determines the qualifications 
and competencies for employees designated to 
perform various functions in the manner set forth in 
this part.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Qualified maintenance person means a qualified 
person who has received, as a part of the training, 
qualification, and designation program required under § 
238.109, instruction and training that includes ‘ ‘hands-
on’ ’  experience (under appropriate supervision or 
apprenticeship) in one or more of the following 
functions: troubleshooting, inspection, testing, 
maintenance, or repair of the specific train brake and 
other components and systems for which the person is 
assigned responsibility.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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This person shall also possess a current understanding 
of what is required to properly repair and maintain the 
safety-critical brake or mechanical components for 
which the person is assigned responsibility.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Further, the qualified maintenance person shall be a 
person whose primary responsibility includes work 
generally consistent with the above-referenced functions 
and is designated to:

(1)  Conduct Class I  brake tests under this part;

(2)  Conduct exterior calendar day mechanical 
inspections on MU locomotives or other passenger 
cars and unpowered vehicles under this part; or

(3)  Determine whether equipment not in compliance 
with this part may be moved as required by § 238.17.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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(c)  As part of the interior calendar day mechanical 
inspection, the railroad shall verify conformity with the 
following conditions, and nonconformity with any such 
condition renders the car defective whenever discovered 
in service, except as provided in paragraph (c)(5) of this 
section:

(1) All fan openings, exposed gears and pinions, 
exposed moving parts of mechanisms, pipes carrying 
hot gases and high-voltage equipment, switches, 
circuit breakers, contactors, relays, grid resistors, 
and fuses are installed in non-hazardous locations 
or equipped with guards to prevent personal injury.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Each item should have a secure guard that 
prevents personal contact.

Look for moving parts, electrical equipment, and 
parts that are hot to the touch.

Look for  these defects when 
inspecting inside the car :



Passenger Rail Equipment Safety 
Training   3/31/2005   Page - 14

(2) The words “ Emergency Brake Valve”  are legibly 
stenciled or marked near each brake pipe valve or 
shown on an adjacent badge plate.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Verify the Emergency Brake Valve stencil, decal 
or badge is in place

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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(3) All doors and cover plates guarding high voltage 
equipment are marked ‘ ‘Danger-High Voltage’ ’  or 
with the word ‘ ‘Danger’ ’  and the normal voltage 
carried by the parts so protected.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Electric lockers that guard high voltage must have 
a warning sign on the door or cover.

The sign may show the word Danger and the 
voltage behind the door.  The sign may also say 
Danger - High Voltage.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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(4) All trap doors safely operate and securely latch 
in place in both the up and down position.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Trap doors must operate safely, and must lock in 
the open and closed positions.

Verify the latches allow  minimum free 
movement.

Make sure both upper and lower latches 
completely engage the door when in the open 
and closed position.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.

(5) All end doors and side doors operate safely and 
as intended. I f a door is defective and all of the 
following conditions are satisfied, the car may 
remain in passenger service until the next interior 
calendar day mechanical inspection is due at which 
time the appropriate repairs shall be made:

(i) A qualified person or a qualified 
maintenance person determines that the repairs 
necessary to bring a door into compliance cannot 
be performed at the time the interior mechanical 
inspection is conducted;
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§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.

(ii)  A qualified person or a qualified 
maintenance person determines that it is safe to 
move the equipment in passenger service;

(iii)  At least one operative and accessible door is 
available on each side of the car; and

(iv) A notice is prominently displayed directly on 
the defective door indicating that the door is 
defective.
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Make sure that the end doors and side doors 
operate properly.

� Doors should move freely.

� They should close and open completely.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.



Passenger Rail Equipment Safety 
Training   3/31/2005   Page - 23

Cars with door defects that are not repairable at 
the inspection location can remain in service only 
until the next calendar day inspection if:

� A qualified maintenance person decides it is 
safe to move the car with passengers on board.

� Each car needs at least one working door on 
each side.

� A “bad-order”  tag is applied.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.

(6) All safety-related signage is in place and legible.

(7) All vestibule steps are illuminated.

(8) All D rings, pull handles, or other means to 
access manual door releases are in place based on a 
visual inspection.
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Verify that all:

Safety-related signs are in place and that they 
are in good condition.

Vestibule step lights must work.

Manual door releases are in place.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.

(9) All emergency equipment, including a fire 
extinguisher, pry bar, auxiliary portable lighting, 
and first aid kits, as applicable, are in place.
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Verify that all emergency equipment is in place.  
The equipment must have an easy opening cover.

Emergency equipment includes the following 
equipment:

� First-aid kit.
� Portable light. (flashlight or lantern)
� Pry bar.
� Fire extinguisher.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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(d)  A long-distance intercity passenger train that misses 
a scheduled calendar day interior mechanical inspection 
due to a delay en route may continue in service to the 
location where the inspection was scheduled to be 
performed.

At that point, an interior calendar day mechanical 
inspection shall be performed prior to returning the 
equipment to service.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Do the daily inspection at the regularly scheduled 
location when a long-distance intercity passenger 
train that is delayed en route.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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(e) Records. A record shall be maintained of each 
interior calendar day mechanical inspection performed.

(1)  This record may be maintained in writing or 
electronically provided FRA has access to the record 
upon request.
(2)  The written or electronic record must contain the 
following information:

(i) The identification number of the unit;
(ii) The place, date, and time of the inspection;
(iii) Any non-complying conditions found; and
(iv) The signature of the inspector.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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Maintain records of each interior calendar day 
mechanical inspection performed.

Maintained the record in writing or electronically, 
provided FRA has access to the record upon 
request.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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The written or electronic record must contain the 
following information:

The identification number of the unit;

The place, date, and time of the inspection;

Any non-complying conditions found; and

The signature of the inspector.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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(3) This record may be part of a single master report 
covering an entire group of cars and equipment.

(4) This record shall be maintained at the place 
where the inspection is conducted or at one central 
location and shall be retained for at least 92 days.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.
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This record may be part of a single master report 
covering an entire group of cars and equipment.

Maintained the record at the place where the 
inspection is done or at one central location and 
keep the record for at least 92 days.

§ 238.305 Inter ior  calendar  day mechanical 
inspection of passenger  cars.


